Recent years have seen a phenomenal increase in the use of MALDI-TOF mass spectrometry (MALDI-TOF MS) in microbiology laboratories. The introduction of this technology to microbiology has been a major success and MALDI-TOF MS is now used for routine diagnostic or diagnostic-like purposes in clinic, veterinary, pharma and food microbiology laboratories. It has also evolved into a powerful tool for the analysis of organisms in the environment and for research into microbial communities. The throughput capabilities, accuracy and low running costs of a MALDI-TOF MS system enable analyses at a scale which was not possible until recently.
